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SUBJECT: ALLEGATIONS ABOUT CIA AGENTS IN BOLIVIA 

1 . DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION IS CALLED TO FBIS 1 1 89 2292 1 39 
IN WHICH IT WAS REPORTED THAT AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN 
BOLIVIA ALLEGED TO BE MEMBERS OF THE MARYKNOLL ORDER 
HAD CIRCULATED A REPORT ABOUT CIA AGENTS OPERATING 

IN BOLIVIA. THE STORY REPEATS MATERIAL REPORTED IN 
PRESENCIA NEWSPAPER OF AUGUST 4, 1976. WHICH WAS A REPEAT 
OF A FRENCH PRESS STORY FROM PARIS. THE REPORT BEING 
CIRCULATED IN BOLIVIA GOES ON TO REPORT BIOGRAPHIC DATA, 
PROBABLY TAKEN FROM THE DEPARTMENT'S BIOGRAPHIC REGISTER, 

AND INCLUDES TELPHONE NUMBERS AND NAMES OF WIVES WHICH 
INFORMATION PROBABLY HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM AN EMBASSY TELEPHONE 
DIRECTORY. SOME EMBASSY PERSONNEL HAVE RECEIVED PHONE CALLS 
INQUIRING ABOUT WHEREABOUTS OF SOME OF THE PERSONS NAMED IN 
THESE STORIES. 

2. AMBASSADOR HAS BEEN QUESTIONED BY MEMBERS OF PRESS IN 
CASUAL STREET ENCOUNTERS, ASKING FOR COMMENTS ON REPORTS 
OF CIA AGENTS OPERATING IN BOLIVIA. HE HAS RESPONDED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH STANDING INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. APPROPRIATE STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO REDUCE TO THE 
MINIMUM ANY ADVERSE IMPACT ON MISSION PERSONNEL AND TO SECURE 
ANY MATERIALS WHICH COULD BE FURTHER USED BY 

WHOMEVER IS DISTRIBUTING SUCH INFORMATION. 
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4. WE INTEND TO DISCUSS MATTER AT EARLY OPPORTUNITY WITH 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR. FOR HIS PART, AFTER THE AUGUST 4 
STORY APPEARED IN PRESENCIA, HE STATED PUBLICLY THAT HE 
KNOW OF NO INTELLIGENCE AGENTS OPERATING IN BOLIVIA. 

5. MARYKNOLL FATHER WILLIAM BOTTLER DISCUSSED MATTER 
WITH AMBASSADOR ON AUGUST 17 IN VIEW OF REPORT THAT 
IDENTIFICATION OF CIA WAS BEING MADE BY MARYKNOLL 

ORDER IN BOLIVIA. FATHER BOTTLER SAID THAT THE MARYKNOLLERS ARE 

NOT INVOLVED, THAT HE HAS CHECKED WITH AS MANY MEMBERS 

OF HIS ORDER AS HE CAN AND FOUND TO HIS SATISFACTION THAT 

NO ONE HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN SUCH ACTIVITIES, AND THAT 

HE HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED BY FATHER LEO SOMMER, HEAD OF THE 

MARYKNOLL ORDER IN BOLIVIA, TO INFORM US OF THEIR 

CATEGORICAL DENIAL OF ANY PARTICIPATION IN CIRCULATING 

SUCH MATERIAL. FATHER BOTTLER SAID THAT HE HAS RECEIVED 

LONG-DISTANCE TELPHONE CALLS FROM THE WASHINGTON POST 

CORRESPONDENT IN BUENOS AIRES, A REPRESENTATIVE OF CHURCH 

WORLD NEWS SERVICE FROM THE US, AND SEVERAL LOCAL MEDIA 

REPRESENTATIVES. HE SAID THAT HE HAS TOLD EACH OF THEM 

THAT THE MARYKNOLLERS KNOW NOTHING WHATSOEVER ABOUT THE REPORT 

ATTRIBUTED TO THEIR IDENTIFYING CIA AGENTS. BOTTLER SAID 

THAT WASHINGTON POST REPORTER IN BUENOS AIRES SAID SHE WAS 

FILING STORY INCLUDING MARYKNOLL DENIAL. 
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